Appleby Fair media information and contacts 
Introduction

Appleby Fair is the largest horse fair in Britain and amongst the oldest in Europe. The event attracts around 10,000 Gypsies and Travellers and over 30,000 other visitors to Appleby. It transforms the town of Appleby for the week, as it normally has a population of around 2,500.

For the media it represents a unique opportunity to cover a unique way of life and there are literally hundreds of colourful characters on Fair Hill that have the potential to make great stories. The agencies involved are putting together media opportunities to show how the MASCG work to help make the Fair safer for all concerned , however, they are not the right people to unearth all the Gypsy and Traveller colour stories for the media - that is something journalists will need to do via their own contacts and initiative.

What the Multi Agency Strategic Co-ordinating Group (MASCG) which co-ordinates the Fair can do is explain the work that goes into making the Fair as safe and enjoyable as possible for both visitors and local residents. There are Gypsy and Traveller representatives on the MASCG and they are leading figures in the Gypsy and Traveller community who are intrinsically involved in the running of the Fair – we can put you in touch with these people, but please appreciate that they are extremely busy with the day-to-day operations during the Fair itself and you will need to plan ahead if you want to talk to them during the Fair.
An official website www.applebyfair.org is now up and running and provides lots of information about what the Fair is, who goes there and how they need to co-ordinate their visit.

A visit to this site will explain that the Appleby Fair is not an organised or licensed event, it is more of a ‘happening’ and therefore journalists looking to cover the event should approach it with an open mind and prepare to think on your feet. It also means that you don’t need entrance passes or official accreditation. The Fair takes place in public areas, so you are permitted to film or photograph wherever you feel confident in doing so.
The growth in numbers at Appleby Fair in recent years has been a phenomenon that is difficult to explain and not entirely welcomed by both local people and the traditional Gypsies and Travellers who have been visiting the Fair for years. Many people want to return the Fair to its traditional roots and remove a lot of the commercialization and clamour for camping spots that has spoiled the experience for some.

2010 sees a more co-ordinated approach across Cumbria to the proactive planning by the various public agencies involved in the MASCG so that the Horse Fair is a safer event for all concerned.

Barry Cooper,

Media Chair, Appleby Fair MASCG 
Communication Officer, Eden District Council.
Background to the MASCG

In October 2007, the Multi-Agency Strategic Co-ordinating Group (MASCG) was set up to bring together and co-ordinate the work of the key public agencies that have a regulatory role at the Fair.

The MASCG consists of representatives from Eden District Council, Cumbria Constabulary, Cumbria County Council, Cumbria Fire and Rescue Service, Cumbria NHS, North West Ambulance Service, RSPCA, Environment Agency, South Lakeland District Council and the Highways Agency.

The MASCG undertook a detailed evaluation of the 2008 Fair and using the 2008 event as a baseline, has developed an Improvement Plan to be implemented over a three year period. The Plan takes into account feedback obtained at Public Meetings held following the Horse Fair each year and from Gypsies and Travellers.

The objective of the Plan is to make the Fair a safer and more enjoyable event for residents, Gypsies and Travellers and visitors. The Improvement Plan has been adopted by all the agencies involved and will form the basis on which all MASCG partners will apply their resources. Tasks have been prioritised for implementation over the next three years.

Media Opportunities for 2010 Horse Fair 

The MASCG Media Sub-Group is currently structuring a programme of media opportunities for the 2010 Fair and these will be circulated to the media in due course. 
Media Contacts

MASCG Media Chair 

Eden District Council - Street cleansing and litter, public toilets, licensing, food safety and tourist information
Barry Cooper 01768 212137 / 077159 90460

barry.cooper@eden.gov.uk
RSPCA – Animal Welfare

Leanne Plumtree  0300 123 8772 / 07715 540505

Leanne.plumtree@rspca.org.uk
Cumbria County Council – Appleby Fair issues, roads, trading standards, fire and rescue
Chris Little 01228 226335

chris.little@cumbriacc.gov.uk
Cumbria Constabulary - Crime and public order

Lara van Eijkern 07967 572128

lara.vaneijkern@cumbria.police.uk
Fiona Bateson NW Ambulance Service

0161 796 7253

fiona.bateson@nwas.nhs.uk
Highways Agency – A66 and M6 issues 
Neil Sterio 07917 266 779
Neil.sterio@highways.gsi.gov.uk
NHS Cumbria 

Amy Clement  01768 245436

Email: amy.clement@cumbriaPCT.nhs.uk 

South Lakeland District Council 01539 797767
communications@southlakeland.gov.uk
