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Press Release

Appleby Fair Update – Monday 6 June
Appleby Horse Fair was beginning to wind down this morning, as visitors began to make their way home.

Since yesterday’s update, 18 people were arrested for a variety of offences including being drunk and disorderly and domestic violence. This brings the total number of arrests made during the Fair to 48 – the lowest number for many years. At this time last year, there was a total of 62 arrests and in 2009, a total of 110.
The five men who were arrested in connection with the fight on the market field on Sunday afternoon –aged 26, 29 and 30 from Barnsley and 27 and 29 from Doncaster- remain in police custody this morning. The victim, a 26 year old Manchester man, sustained lacerations to his lower back and was taken to Cumberland Infirmary Carlisle. He was discharged yesterday afternoon (Sun 5 June). 

The investigation into the sexual assault that occurred on the A66 on Saturday night is continuing. Detectives have been conducting local enquiries around the town and have been examining CCTV footage. 
Assistant Chief Constable Jerry Graham, who is in charge of the Appleby Fair policing operation, said: “There have been a few isolated incidents of violence during this year’s Fair but overall, it has been more peaceful and enjoyable than in other years – despite the vast increase in visitor numbers.

“In the main, visitors and Gypsy and Travellers behaved impeccably at this year’s Fair. However we will not stand back and risk people getting hurt, so when isolated fights did break out over the weekend, police intervened quickly and dispersed crowds. Unfortunately, one man was injured and five people were arrested after a fight broke out on the market field on Sunday. There were lots of people in the area at the time so I’m sure there will be people out there that can help us with our investigation. If you have information or was a witness, please contact Appleby police on 0845 33 00 247.” 
As many visitors begin to leave the Fair, police are focusing their attention on local roads to ensure people can return home safely. With more bow tops and horse drawn vehicles using Cumbrian roads on their journey home, officers are urging people to take extra care, reduce their speed and allow more time for their journeys. 

Assistant Chief Constable Jerry Graham continued: “Many Gypsy and Travellers took sensible precautions this year by travelling to the Fair in bow tops with transit vans travelling closely behind, displaying their hazard lights.
“We anticipate that they will do this again to help drivers realise they need to slow down for moving vehicles ahead, but there is a real need for all road users to be particularly careful and reduce their speed.
“Thousands more vehicles will again be using local A and B roads as they start to leave Cumbria so please take this into consideration. Slow down, be patient, pass horses carefully and give them plenty of room.”

Police offer the following advice to road users:

· Be aware of vehicles towing caravans and slow horse-drawn vehicles – horses can be easily spooked. Avoid revving your engine and turn your music down. Give horses plenty of room and pass them carefully 
· You never know what is around the next corner so slow down and take extra care 
· Be aware of pedestrians. Pedestrians should only use designated crossing areas for their own safety and wear high visibility clothing where possible 
· Allow more time for your journey at peak times, and be patient and courteous if you are delayed 
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