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Press Release

MP praises early stages of Appleby Horse Fair 2009
MP for Penrith and the Border, David Maclean, has praised the work of the multi-agency coordination group tasked with preparing and delivering public services during Appleby Horse Fair and making it a safe and enjoyable event for all.
Mr Maclean made the comments as he attended a morning meeting at Appleby Police Station this morning (Saturday 6 June) where the coordination group discussed events at the Fair over the past 24 hours and agreed priorities for the day ahead.

Mr Maclean said: “This is the first time I have visited the Fair for over 25 years, when I swore I would never return because it was such a shambles. This morning, however, I have returned to a different event, and I have nothing but praise for the agencies tasked with coordinating public services.

“This new approach sees local agencies working together to provide sensible enforcement, and this must continue if we are to ensure in the long run that the Fair becomes a safe environment for women, fun for families, profitable for local businesses and humane for animals.“
The multi-agency coordination group is chaired by Eden District Council with support from the Police, County Council, Trading Standards, RSPCA, Fire Service, North West Ambulance Service, Environment Agency and Customs & Excise.

All of the agencies involved are reporting a relaxed atmosphere so far and a number of operations have been undertaken to tackle and prevent criminal activity.
Thirty Trading Standards Officers from across the north west were joined by brand holders from the Anti-Counterfeiting Group to target traders selling counterfeit clothing at the Fair. During the operation they seized 4,000 counterfeit clothes, footwear, sunglasses and accessories worth in the region of £250,000.

Head of Cumbria Trading Standards, Phil Ashcroft, said: “I am delighted with the success of the operation. The seizure of considerable quantities of counterfeit goods sends a strong message to criminals not to return to Appleby. I would like to thank all those people who helped – brand holders, Trading Standards Officers from around the north west and in particular the police.”

Around 20 RSPCA officers are working at the Fair and have reported that the majority of animals are in good condition and being treated well. Officers have issued nine verbal warnings to people seen over-riding horses or riding lame animals and one horse has been seized after vets declared it injured and the owner disowned it. The horse will be treated and re-homed by an equine sanctuary.
A new initiative to shame owners caught mistreating animals is paying dividends. Anyone issued a verbal warning has their horse spray painted with a large “W”, meaning that RSPCA officers can identify persistent offenders, and embarrass the owners, who can be clearly identified by fellow visitors and will find it hard to sell their animals at the Fair.
RSPCA Chief Inspector for Cumbria and North Lancashire, Rob Melloy, said: “We have seen some lovely animals at this year’s Fair but unfortunately a small element continue to abuse their animals, and that is why we are here, to deter cruelty and enforce the law.”
Police have also reported relatively few incidents and noted a relaxed atmosphere.
Fourteen people were arrested on Friday for a variety of low level incidents, including one man arrested for being drunk in charge of a horse. 112 stop searches were conducted and 25 Fixed Penalty Notices were issued for parking and low level public order offences. 30 catapults were seized and Customs and Excise Officers conducted a further four positive dip tests of red diesel, bringing their total to eight.

Chief Superintendent Steve Johnson, who is leading the policing operation during the Fair, said: “It is too early to hail the Fair a complete success, but I continue to be pleased with the way it is being handled and the relaxed atmosphere across the town.
“Our officers are working hard to tackle low level incidents before they escalate to something more serious and this proactive approach to policing is having an impact, and we are not seeing the level of incidents we have experienced in previous years.

“We are, however, prepared to deal with anything more serious should it arise, and are continuing to support partner agencies to achieve the main prioirities of the multi-agency coordination group.”

Traffic continues to move relatively freely throughout the town, licensed premises are being visited by officers and partners to ensure they are adhering to licensing regulations and passive drugs dogs will be out and about in the town to dissuade drug abuse and sniff out offenders.

Chief Executive of Eden District Council, Kevin Douglas, who chairs the multi-agency coordinating group, said: “Our operation is running well and we have been pleased with the way things are going. We don’t have any major issues at this stage, but are on hand to deal with anything that may arise.
“Feedback from the local community and from surrounding villages has been positive and where there have been minor problems, we are logging those issues so that we can learn from them and improve our planning for next year’s event.

“There is a much more relaxed and comfortable feel about the Fair this year, which is exactly what we wanted to achieve.”
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