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Press Release

Planning for Appleby Horse Fair in full flow

Planning for this year’s Appleby Horse Fair is well underway with police and partner agencies hosting a string of meetings to ensure that full and thorough plans are in place so that everyone can enjoy a safe and enjoyable event.

Cumbria Constabulary, South Lakeland District Council (SLDC) and other agencies involved in the Multi-Agency Strategic Coordinating Group (MASCG) have held a number of meetings at this early stage to discuss issues and learning points from last year’s event to ensure that they are equipped and share a joined up approach to the upcoming Fair set to take place between Thursday 3 June – Thursday 10 June.

SLDC’s Corporate Director, Lawrence Conway, said, “As the largest event of its kind in Europe, Appleby Horse Fair is a unique event that poses some equally unique challenges. 

“With no official organisers, the multi-agency strategic coordination group has been set up for the third year running, chaired by Eden District Council and supported by the Police, SLDC, County Council, Trading Standards, RSPCA, Fire Service, North West Ambulance Service, Environment Agency and Customs & Exercise.

“The police, local councils and other partners are responsible for making sure it all runs smoothly and that a sense of normality for local residents is a priority, before during and after the event.

“We are working closely with police to address the concerns that South Lakeland residents voiced after last year’s event and will do all we can to ensure that the upcoming Appleby Horse Fair is managed more effectively than last year and that our local community suffers as little disruption as possible. South Lakeland District Council, along with police and our other partners will be on hand to deal with any issues or concerns that may arise during the fair.”

Cumbria Constabulary’s Assistant Chief Constable, Jerry Graham, is the officer who is leading the policing operation for Appleby Horse Fair this year. 

He said: “Our number one priority is supporting local communities so that they remain safe and confident in our service. However it is also important to respect the long standing tradition of the Fair in Cumbria that has been around for over two hundred years.

“We have listened to the concerns of our communities following last year’s event and from a policing perspective; our approach to this year’s Fair will be different. Instead of planning for the event in traditional North, South or West policing divisions, from 4 June – 7 June 2010, Cumbria Constabulary will create a ‘virtual’ policing area to ensure that we reach out to each and every community that is affected in one way, shape or form by Appleby Fair.

“This will mean we manage resources centrally so that our communities receive the same high level of service – regardless of where you are in the county. Whether you live in South Lakeland or in Eden, you can expect to see a high-visibility policing presence and receive a proportionate policing response to concerns or issues surrounding the Fair.

“While only a minority of the people who visit the Fair cause problems, we will be adopting a zero tolerance approach to crime and disorder and will take early, positive action to ensure that locals and visitors remain safe. Fortunately, crime levels are low in Cumbria and we will do our absolute best to ensure that this remains the case throughout 2010.

“We are proud of our beautiful county and want to keep it that way but need the support and cooperation of our local residents. This will be my first Appleby Horse Fair but I am assured that it is a unique, enjoyable experience that is not to be missed. It is up to each and every one of us to make the event successful by being patient, tolerant and showing respect for each others differences.”
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