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Police issue warning to bikers ahead of one of the busiest weekends of the year
Police officers are urging motorcyclists to take extra care this bank holiday as they expect to experience one of the busiest weekends of the year on the regions roads.

As bikers arrive to enjoy Cumbria’s winding, rural roads and stunning views this bank holiday weekend, police are urging them to be extra cautious as road networks get busier and slow horse drawn vehicles travelling to Appleby Horse Fair use popular biking routes.
Inspector Andy Wilkinson is in charge of the Roads Policing Unit in North and West Cumbria. He said: “It is always great to see bikers in Cumbria and you only have to look around you to see why visiting the county is so appealing to them.

“We are anticipating that the coming bank holiday weekend will be busier than usual and we have particular concerns about bikers travelling into the area. Riders who are familiar with our rural roads regularly enjoy quiet and relatively traffic-free routes. However, they may get a shock this weekend when they see so many vehicles and slow horse-drawn caravans using fast A-roads as they make their way to Appleby Horse Fair.
“Bikers that enjoy leisurely rides through Cumbria often use A roads such as the A689, A686, A683 and A684 that are full of bends and have a maximum speed limit of 60mph. 

“It is always essential to take extra care and adjust your speed as you come round a bend, but this warning is particularly important this weekend. Horse drawn vehicles travel at walking speed and if a biker comes around a bend travelling at 40-60mph and see a horse drawn vehicle in front of them, they will be forced to slow down extremely quickly.
 “We have had six fatal motorcycle collisions in Cumbria since February, and I’d urge all road users to slow down and take extra care. 

“Our message is simple – please be patient, lower your speed and be extra vigilant if you are travelling through Cumbria this weekend.”
Since the end of February this year, six motorcyclists have died in Cumbria following road traffic collisions. 
· On Monday 25th April, Stephen Gray, 43, from Lemon St in South Shields, died after his motorcycle collided with a dry stone wall on the A686 between Alston and Hartside summit.
· On Friday 22nd April, Lee Matthews, 41, died when his motorcycle collided with a wall on Ferry Road in Barrow.
· On Saturday 9th April, Andrew Mitchell, 44, from Blackpool, died after his motorcycle collided with a car near Kirk Bridge, Garsdale. 
· On Monday 21st March, Kenneth Hardy, 72, from Windermere, died after his Harley Davidson collided with a car on the A591 near Plantation Bridge. He leaves behind his wife, two sons and three grandchildren.
· On Sunday 6th March, John Tweddell, 44, from Morecambe, died when his motorcycle collided with a car on the A683 between Sedbergh and Middleton. He leaves behind his wife, parents and two sisters.
· On Monday 28th February, Jordan Peck, 17, from Keswick, died after his motorcycle collided with a car near Dovenby, Cockermouth.
For more information about Appleby Horse Fair, visit www.applebyfair.org and follow @ApplebyFair on Twitter.

For more road safety advice, visit www.cumbria.police.uk or contact your local policing team on 0845 33 00 247.

Motorcyclists have the opportunity to improve their riding skills and road sense through Bikesafe courses run by Cumbria Constabulary that provide education sessions and assessed ride outs to bikers using the county’s roads.

For further information about future Bikesafe courses, contact Sgt Jo Lennox on 0845 33 00 247, email her at joanne.lennox@cumbria.police.uk or visit the Bikesafe website www.bikesafe.co.uk
You can also keep up to date with the Cumbria Bikesafe Facebook page.
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