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For Immediate Release:
Eden Transit Sites busy as Horse

Fair starts in Earnest 
On the eve of the start of the largest Gypsy and Traveller horse fair in Europe, the transit sites and stopping places identified by local communities, Gypsies and Travellers and provided by local councils and land owners to accommodate those travelling to Appleby for the historic Fair are being well used and respected. 
Annually around 1,800 caravans travel to Appleby Fair and a Combined Agency Team (CAT) made up of Environmental Health Officers from local councils and police officers visit all the transit site encampments to resolve any problems that local residents and Gypsies and Travellers may have. This is part of the Appleby Fair Encampment Protocol, established by the public agencies who form the Appleby Fair Multi Agency Strategic Co-ordinating Group, who undertake the operational planning for his annual event.  
PC Roly Earl from Cumbria Police, who is part of the CAT, said: “Appleby Fair has its own set of unique circumstances that CAT and the adoption of Appleby Fair Encampment Protocol address. There are a significant number of pre-Horse Fair encampments in Eden and South Lakeland of varying sizes and duration and CAT works with the local community and the Gypsies and Travellers to mediate any problems before, during and after the Fair. 
“CAT team members work during normal hours and at weekends to ensure this takes place. Police and Council officers have worked jointly for a number of years to build an understanding with local communities and Gypsies and Travellers. The benefits of this approach are being seen in South Lakeland, where MASCG has made a new site available at Scrogg Bank, this is being used and respected by people travelling to Appleby Fair and gives us a positive platform to build on for next year.”
Eden District Council and South Lakeland District Council provide basic facilities at temporary stopping places such as Cote Moor (Fell End), near Ravenstonedale, where as Gypsies and Travellers gather closer to Appleby in the lead up to the Fair they can stop to feed and water their horses.

Elaine Lomas, Eden District Council’s Principal Environmental Health Officer, who works as part of CAT, said: “Temporary stopping places such as Cote Moor work very well. Last year we had around 250 caravans and 20 horse drawn bowtops using Cote Moor, which is equipped with toilet facilities, a designated grazing area for horses and a water supply.”
“By checking on the dedicated Appleby Horse Fair website www.applebyfair.org Gypsies and Travellers can find out when the temporary stopping places are open for journeys to and from the Fair. The main licensed encampments for Appleby Fair will not open before 4am on Thursday 3 June 2010. Encampments in a 1.5 mile zone around Appleby must be licensed.”
For more information about the operational plans for Appleby Fair 2010 visit www.applebyfair.org
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Notes to Editors 
For further information please contact Eden District Council's Communication Officer tel: (01768) 212137 or mobile: 077159 90460.

Eden District Council has 38 elected members and is the most sparsely populated district in England and Wales. The District area covers 830 square miles and has scenic landscapes, historic market towns, excellent tourist facilities and vibrant communities. The Council’s strategic aim is: To Best Serve the People of Eden.

Appleby Horse Fair

Appleby Fair is the largest horse fair in Britain and amongst the oldest in Europe. By far the busiest days are from the Friday to the Sunday. The event attracts around 10,000 Gypsies and Travellers and over 30,000 other visitors to Appleby. It transforms the town of Appleby for the week, as it normally has a population of around 2,500.

The Fair has its primary connection with Fair Hill, which is in the ownership of Appleby Town Council. The Town Council lease the field for a fee to the Travellers during Fair week for use as a caravan site and as a tethering ground for their horses. 

Multi Agency Strategic Co-ordinating Group (MASCG)

In October 2007, the Multi-Agency Strategic Co-ordinating Group (MASCG) was set up to bring together and co-ordinate the work of the key public agencies that have a regulatory role at the Fair.

The MASCG consists of representatives from Eden District Council, Cumbria Constabulary, Cumbria County Council, Cumbria Fire and Rescue Service, Cumbria NHS, North West Ambulance Service, RSPCA, Environment Agency, South Lakeland District Council and the Highways Agency.

The MASCG undertook a detailed evaluation of the 2008 Fair and using the 2008 event as a baseline, has developed an Improvement Plan to be implemented over a three year period.  The Plan takes into account feedback obtained at Public Meetings held following the 2008 Fair and feedback from Gypsies and Travellers.

The objective of the Plan is to make the Fair a safer and more enjoyable event for residents, Gypsies and Travellers and visitors. The Improvement Plan has been adopted by all the agencies involved and will form the basis on which all MASCG partners will apply their resources. Tasks have been prioritised for implementation over the next three years.

For more details about the operational planning for Appleby Fair 2010 including information for local residents, Gypsies and Travellers and visitors go to www.applebyfair.org  
