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Help tomorrow take shape




Census team to attend Appleby Fair to explain new recognition for Gypsies and Travellers
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A team from the Office for National Statistics will attend Appleby Fair in June to talk to Travellers about the next census, due in March 2011.  This census is significant for Travellers as, for the first time, the questionnaire will allow people to tick their ethnic identity as a Gypsy or Traveller. 
Census staff will be in the information marquee at Salttip Corner, near Appleby’s Fair Hill, on Friday 4 and Saturday 5 June.  They will talk to as many Travellers as possible and hand out leaflets explaining the census. They will also be asking what people think about the subject. 

The census is a survey of every household in England and Wales. It has been carried out every ten years (except 1941) since 1801 to help public sector organisations understand what support people need. 

The results of each census are used to help plan public services including: 
· schools
· homes  

· health services 

· public transport 

· skills training
The next census will take place on Sunday 27 March 2011. Every household will receive a questionnaire about the people who live there.  
The inclusion of Gypsies and Travellers as a new ethnic category to tick comes as the result of numerous requests from Travellers and their support groups, on the grounds that it will help identify the community’s problems and needs.

Eileen Lowther, an Irish Traveller from Leeds, comments: “The only way we can argue for better services is to make sure they can see and hear us.  The best way to do that is to tick the Gypsy/Traveller box in the census in March 2011.
“We carried out our own small ‘census’ of 1,071 Travellers in Leeds and found out that our life expectancy, on average, is only 50 years. It was a bad shock but at least now the local health people are giving us the attention we weren’t getting before.” 

The census is compulsory for all households and those which fail to take part could be fined up to £1,000. 

People will be able to complete the questionnaire on the Internet via www.census.gov.uk or in paper form.  For those living on Traveller sites, census teams will hand-deliver the questionnaire and collect them afterwards. A telephone helpline is available for people who don’t understand some of the questions or have language or literacy difficulties, along with additional support. 

For more information, please visit www.census.gov.uk 

For further media information – including an interview with ONS or a Traveller group - please contact Tariq Khwaja on tariq@linstockcommunications.com  / 07833 336 271.
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