Council Services Set for Start

of Appleby Horse Fair     

With a week to go until the start of the 2009 Appleby Horse Fair (Thursday 4 June –Wednesday 10 June), Eden District Council officers are all set for the onset of the annual Appleby Horse Fair. 

“Council officers and contractors are all set for the start of the 2009 Horse Fair. As part of the Multi Agency Agency Strategic Co-ordinating Group (MASCG) we have agreed and introduced changes to improve standards and safety, building on the success of the 2008 Fair, where increased resources, especially for the clean up operation proved very beneficial. This will be repeated for 2009. 

“We will also be looking at how food vendors operate, checking on the new caravan site licensing arrangement and the MASCG will be working to ensure the 2009 Horse Fair causes as little disruption for local people as possible and is a safe event for Gypsies and Travellers and visitors to enjoy,” said Eden District Council’s Chief Executive and Chair of the Multi Agency Agency Strategic Co-ordinating Group, Kevin Douglas.   

Improvements to this year’s Horse Appleby Fair by Eden District Council as part of the MASCG include: 

Caravan Site Licensing:

·     All sites intending to accommodate caravans within a 1.5 mile radius of Fair Hill have had to obtain planning permission and a caravan site licence.  
·     Seven sites have been licensed and the site licence sets out basic welfare conditions, including the maximum number of caravans allowed on the site and standards relating to the provision of water, toilets and rubbish collection. 
Permit System for Food vendors:

·    All food vendors wishing to trade on the Horse Fair’s market fields have had to apply 
          for a permit and 40 permits have been issued to food traders by James Winter.

·     Eden District Council’s Environmental Health Officers will check all food traders at the Fair, whether on the market fields or elsewhere, for compliance with food hygiene legislation on a daily basis.  

Clean up Operation:

·     Resources will again be deployed to clean Appleby’s town centre streets and road side verges during and after the Horse Fair by the Council and street cleansing contractor Enterprise. 
·     Four operatives will be cleaning the town centre during the day, and a sweeper and mini street sweeper will be operating in the early morning and evening throughout the main fair period . 
·     Post Fair a team of 10-12 operatives will be working around Appleby to hasten the clean up. 
·    The removal of rubbish from the Fair Hill site and surrounding fields that form part of the Appleby Horse Fair is the responsibility of the land owners and not Eden District Council. 
Licensed Premises: 

· A Charter of Best Practice has been created for licensees and managers of both On and Off licence premises in Appleby. The Charter formalise working practices which have previously been agreed between licensees and the Police.

· Licensees have been encouraged to risk assess the operation of their premises during the Fair – this is good practice under normal circumstances but is even more relevant when operating under the immense pressure of Appleby Fair. This helps identify where preventive measures need to be put in place, for example preventing overcrowding. 

· Multi agency teams will be actively monitoring licensed premises during the 2009 Fair so that any complaints can be dealt with swiftly and efficiently.

Transit Sites: 

·    The Combined Agency Team (CAT) commenced operation on Monday 25 May. 

·     CAT comprises a joint Police and Eden District Council patrol, visiting all Gypsy and Traveller encampments on a daily basis and responding to associated complaints and concerns which have been reported to the Police or the Council. 

Increased Provision of Toilets and Life Safety Buoys 

·     Eden District Council has invested £7,000 in increased toilet provision and the placement of extra life safety buoys near the river bank in Appleby. 

·     30 toilets for public use are be placed at the following locations: 
·     Salt Tip Corner 
·     Shire Hall Forecourt 
·     King George V’s Playing Field 
·     North end of Battlebarrow 
For more information about Appleby Horse Fair visit www.applebyfair.org For more information about Eden District Council visit www.eden.gov.uk or tel: (01768) 817817.
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Notes to Editors
1. For further information please contact Barry Cooper, Communication Officer at Eden District Council tel: (01768) 212137 or mobile: 077159 90460.

2. Eden District Council has 38 elected members and is the most sparsely populated district in England and Wales.The District area covers 830 square miles and has scenic landscapes, historic market towns, excellent tourist facilities and vibrant communities. The council’s strategic aim is: To Best Serve the People of Eden.

Appleby Horse Fair 
Appleby Fair is the largest horse fair in Britain and amongst the oldest in Europe. The Fair runs from the first Thursday in June (unless this falls on 1 June, in which case the Fair starts on 8 June) to the following Wednesday. By far the busiest days are from the Friday to the Sunday. The event attracts thousands of Travellers, Gypsy horse dealers and visiting public to Appleby.

The Fair has its primary connection with Fair Hill, which is in the ownership of Appleby Town Council. The Town Council lease the field for a fee to the Travellers during Fair week for use a caravan site and as a tethering ground for their horses. 

Multi Agency Strategic Co-ordinating Group (MASCG)
In October 2007, Eden District Council decided to take on a community leadership role, to bring together and co-ordinate the work of the key public agencies that have a regulatory role at the Fair. As a direct result, the Multi-Agency Strategic Co-ordinating Group (MASCG) was set up.

The MASCG consists of representatives from Cumbria Constabulary, Cumbria Fire and Rescue, Eden District Council, Cumbria County Council, Cumbria Primary Care Trust, Environment Agency, North West Ambulance Service and the RSPCA.

The MASCG undertook a detailed evaluation of the 2008 Fair and using the 2008 event as a baseline, has developed an Improvement Plan to be implemented over a three year period.  The Plan takes into account feedback obtained at Public Meetings held following the 2008 Fair and feedback from Gypsies and Travellers.

The objective of the Plan is to make the Fair a safer and more enjoyable event for residents, Gypsies and Travellers and visitors. The Improvement Plan has been adopted by all the agencies involved and will form the basis on which all MASCG partners will apply their resources. Tasks have been prioritised for implementation over the next three years.

