Fair goers urged to drink responsibly as more pubs open for Appleby Horse Fair 2011
More pubs are opening for the 2011 Appleby Horse Fair, which takes place in Cumbria from 2-8 June (main days 3-5 June). This traditional Gypsy and Traveller event annually attracts around 10,000 Gypsies and Travellers and over 30,000 other visitors to Appleby, transforming the town which usually has a population of 2,500 residents.
 
More people are anticipated to be attending the Horse Fair this year, so Gypsy and Traveller representatives, Cumbria Police and the local licensing authority have been working closely with licensees, breweries and pub companies to give assistance and support, to ensure that those premises wishing to open, can open. Measures are also in place to help ensure that people can enjoy the Fair and can consume alcohol safely and responsibly in the designated area of the Sands during the road closure period between 12pm-6pm.
 
Bill Lloyd, Traveller representative on the Appleby Horse Multi Agency Strategic Co-ordinating Group (MASCG), said: “Many of the difficulties of last year’s fair were caused by overcrowding in the three pubs that were open, and so I welcome the serious efforts made by the Police and Eden District Council to address some of those Licensing problems for 2011. It is clear evidence of good will on all sides that we can sit down together and try to make it work for everyone, and we are grateful to the Licensing Sub-Committee and the Publicans for sorting it out.”
 
In preparation for the 2011 Horse Fair, several licensed premises have varied their licences so that they are able to be open for trade. There will be an additional four licensed premises opening this year – The Grapes, Hare and Hounds, Midland Hotel, Appleby and the New Inn, Brampton.
 
All premises who are opening this year have signed up to the Voluntary Licensing Charter of Best Practice which was introduced three years ago. The Charter covers the operation of licensed premises during the Fair and includes agreement for On Licence premises to use plastic glasses and to operate between 12.00pm – 11pm.
 
Licensees have also agreed to close their premises by 11.30pm – this will give customers enough time to finish off their drinks comfortably and leave the premises. Police may visit the licensed premises at closing time to ensure that all customers safely leave the premises. The Off Licence premises in Appleby have also signed up to a Charter agreeing not to sell alcohol before 12pm.
 
Cumbria Police’s Assistant Chief Constable, Jerry Graham who is in charge of the policing of the Fair said: “After listening to feedback from both Gypsies and Travellers and local residents following last year’s event, police have worked closely with Licensing Officers as part of the MASCG to provide support to licensees so that they are able to open their pubs during this year’s Fair.
 
“As a result, seven out of the ten local pubs will open their doors to families and friends who want to drink alcohol in a pleasant, safe environment. Due to this success, and the fact that we are expecting large numbers of visitors this year, the MASCG has decided that on street drinking will not be allowed.
 
“The only on street drinking that will be allowed will take place within designated areas outside pubs that will be clearly marked. This will help to ensure that people can enjoy the Fair safely.
 
“Police officers at the Fair will enforce this decision on behalf of the MASCG, and we would urge people to support and work with licensees, stewards and police to facilitate a safe and enjoyable event to encourage the pubs to remain open.”
 
· People will not be permitted to drink any alcohol on the streets, outside of designated drinking areas.
· Only alcohol purchased from pubs will be allowed to be consumed within the designated drinking areas.
For details of the licensed premises open at Appleby Horse Fair this year, visit www.applebyfair.org or follow the latest news attwitter.com/applebyfair
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Eden District Council has 38 elected members and is the most sparsely populated district in England and Wales. The District area covers 830 square miles and has scenic landscapes, historic market towns, excellent tourist facilities and vibrant communities. The Council’s strategic aim is: To Best Serve the People of Eden.
Background to Appleby Horse Fair
The Fair has been in existence for at least 300 years, and probably longer. It is the
largest horse fair in Britain and amongst the oldest in Europe.
Although traditionally the main trading days were the Monday Tuesday and Wednesday, in recent years by far the busiest days are from the Friday to the Sunday. The event attracts around 10,000 Gypsies and Travellers and over 30,000 other visitors to Appleby. It transforms the town of Appleby for the week, as it normally has a population of around 2,500 people.
The Fair has a primary connection with Fair Hill, which is in the ownership of Appleby Town Council. The Town Council leases the field for a fee to Travellers during Fair week for use as a caravan site and as a tethering ground for their horses. Much of the horse dealing takes place at the crossroads by Fair Hill, and on the Sands by the River Eden, where nearby roads are closed for periods to allow horses to be shown and traded.
Multi Agency Strategic Co-ordinating Group (MASCG)
In October 2007, the Multi-Agency Strategic Co-ordinating Group (MASCG) was set up to bring together and co-ordinate the work of the key public agencies that have a regulatory role at the Fair.
The MASCG consists of representatives from the Gypsy and Traveller Community, Eden District Council, Cumbria Constabulary, Cumbria County Council, Cumbria Fire and Rescue Service, Cumbria NHS, North West Ambulance Service, RSPCA, Environment Agency, South Lakeland District Council, Highways Agency and HMRC. The objective of the plan is to make the Fair a safer and more enjoyable event for residents, Gypsies and Travellers and visitors. The improvement plan has been adopted by all the agencies involved and will form the basis on which all MASCG partners will apply their resources.
