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Three and a half years for Appleby Fair drug dealer
A man has been sentenced to three and a half years in jail for attempting to supply drugs at last year’s Appleby Horse Fair.
 
Police arrested Leonard Elizja Howard last June after seizing £200 worth of cocaine when he was searched after a car was stop checked in Brampton during the Fair.
 

Twenty-five year-old Leonard Elizja Howard, of Shamrock Rd, Gravesend, Kent, was sentenced to forty five months imprisonment at Carlisle Crown Court for the attempted supply of cocaine at the beginning of the month (2 March 2010).
 

The convictions come after officers were informed that a vehicle was acting suspiciously in a yard in Brampton village, near Appleby on Sunday 7 June 2009. At 8.15pm, officers conducted a stop check on a white ford transit van and searched its three male occupants. Searches on two of the occupants were negative but Howard was seen to drop a camouflaged pouch that was filled with eight packets of white powder – later confirmed to be cocaine. The street value of the seized drugs is estimated to be around £230.
Howard was arrested and later charged. He pleaded guilty of possession with intent to supply. 
Detective Inspector Jim Skeer of Carlisle CID said: “This case sends out a strong message to anyone thinking about coming into Cumbria to deal drugs. We will not tolerate drug supply in any corner of our county and will come down hard on criminals who travel to our area to pedal their sinister trade.
“Howard was planning to supply drugs at the annual Appleby Horse Fair. A lot of intelligence-based work goes on behind the scenes in the lead up to events such as Appleby – and all year around - to paint a picture of illegal drug use and supply in our county. We have dedicated teams of officers who work hard to track down offenders and ensure they feel the full force of the law.
”A similar intelligence-led approach will be undertaken in the run up to, and during this year’s Appleby Horse Fair. Specialist officers that are highly trained to conduct in-depth searches will all be on hand, alongside extra passive drugs dogs funded by the Eden CDRP to deter criminals, detect offences and help to keep our communities safe and free from drugs.”
End

Notes to Reporters/editors
CDRP – Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership

A photograph of Howard is attached. If you have any queries, or would like to organise an interview please contact Police Press Office on 01768 217009.


