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	News             

	
	                                                 from the North


Tuesday 1 June 2010
More RSPCA Inspectors Than Ever Before To Attend Appleby Horse Fair
The RSPCA has increased the number of inspectors attending Appleby Horse Fair, due to start later this week (Thursday 3 - Wednesday 9 June 2010) in Cumbria.
Thirty-one RSPCA staff from across the country will be at the annual event, which attracts around 10,000 Gypsies and travellers making it the biggest gathering of its kind in Britain. There will also be an RSPCA vet.
RSPCA chief inspector Rob Melloy, who is leading on animal welfare, said: “Last year we had 23 staff at Appleby. That was double the number we had the year before and we were very pleased with how it went but it’s still a very small amount considering how many people and animals attend.
“This is a big event involving large numbers of horses, and other animals, and whilst the vast majority of people at the fair treat them very well, there is a hardened minority that cause problems.
“We want to do everything possible to ensure they can be dealt with.”

The RSPCA will be assisted by four field officers from World Horse Welfare. Redwings Horse Sanctuary is increasing the number of vets it sends from three to four and there’ll be a further vet provided by The Donkey Sanctuary. All will be working together to ensure that animal welfare isn’t compromised. “Our partnership approach worked really well last year and we’re sure it will again. We all want the same thing and it makes sense for us to pool our expertise and resources,” said chief inspector Melloy.
The RSPCA will operate a ‘night-shift’ after it proved its worth at the 2009 fair and an increasing number of staff will be filming what they see on head and hand-held cameras thanks to a grant from the Samuel and Freda Parkinson Charitable Trust.
A ‘vet station’ will be in operation at Salt Tip Corner where anyone with any concerns for an animal can see someone. It will be staffed between 10am-4pm on Friday (4), Saturday (5) and Sunday (6), the busiest days of the Fair. 
About 30,000 people visit Appleby during the fair – in addition to the thousands of Gypsies and travellers - and many bring their four-legged friends. The RSPCA is urging all visitors to leave their dogs at home. “It is a horse fair, and for the welfare of both the horses and dogs, we are encouraging people not to bring their dogs with them,” said chief inspector Melloy.

In the past dogs have died after being left in a hot cars at the event, and there have been a number of close-calls. “We’ll be working alongside Cumbria Constabulary to operate a zero-tolerance approach to dogs in cars.

“Any dog left in a car will be removed and their owner could face prosecution.

“People must realise what they’re doing could have fatal consequences, as history has demonstrated. 

“Leaving a dog in a hot car has the same kind of effect as putting it in a microwave. They are literally cooked alive, in what is a horrendous death.

“Leaving a window open simply isn’t enough. Please, don’t do it.”

<ends>

NOTES TO EDITORS: 
RSPCA chief inspector Rob Melloy is available for interview at limited times, on request. Please contact North regional press officer Leanne Plumtree on 0300 123 8772 or e-mail lplumtree@rspca.org.uk
General pictures of Appleby Horse Fair are available

*Under the Animal Welfare Act 2006 causing unnecessary suffering to a protected animal carries a maximum penalty of six months in prison and/or £20,000 fine.

Owners must meet the needs of the animals in their care, including:

· a proper diet (food and water)

· somewhere suitable to live

· any need to be housed with or apart from other animals

· the ability to express normal behaviour

· protection from pain, suffering, injury and disease
Failing to do so carries a maximum sentence of six months in prison and/or £5,000 fine.

Background to Appleby Horse Fair 

Appleby Fair was first held in 1685. It is the largest horse fair in Britain and amongst the oldest in Europe. By far the busiest days are from the Friday to the Sunday. The event attracts around 10,000 Gypsies and travellers and over 30,000 other visitors to Appleby. It transforms the town of Appleby for the week, as it normally has a population of around 2,500.

The Fair has its primary connection with Fair Hill, which is in the ownership of Appleby Town Council. The Town Council leases the field for a fee to travellers during fair week for use as a caravan site and as a tethering ground for their horses.

Multi Agency Strategic Co-ordinating Group (MASCG)

In October 2007, the Multi-Agency Strategic Co-ordinating Group (MASCG) was set up to bring together and co-ordinate the work of the key public agencies that have a regulatory role at the fair.

The MASCG consists of representatives from Eden District Council, Cumbria Constabulary, Cumbria County Council, Cumbria Fire and Rescue Service, Cumbria NHS, North West Ambulance Service, RSPCA, Environment Agency, South Lakeland District Council, Highways Agency and HMRC.

The objective of the plan is to make the fair a safer and more enjoyable event for residents, Gypsies and travellers and visitors. The improvement plan has been adopted by all the agencies involved and will form the basis on which all MASCG partners will apply their resources. Tasks have been prioritised for implementation over a three-year period.
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