Press Release
 

Appleby Fair Multi-Agency Update – Sunday 7 June
 

After a quiet start, police and partner agencies, as expected, experienced an increase in activity at Appleby Horse Fair on Saturday night – the busiest night of the event.
 

Between 8am on Saturday 6 June and 8am on Sunday 7 June, 53 people were arrested, mostly in relation to drunk and disorderly behaviour, public disorder and possession of drugs. 27 of these arrests were in response to one isolated incident, details of which are below.
 

56 whips were seized in the same 24 hour period and 36 Fixed Penalty Notices were issued for a variety of traffic and low level public disorder offences.
 

Police undertook a successful passive drugs dog operation, with eight seizures of what is believed to be cannabis and cocaine.
 

Chief Superintendent Steve Johnson, who is in charge of the Appleby Fair policing operation, said: “Our officers are working hard to provide proportionate enforcement of the law.
 

“Saturday nights at the Fair are always the busiest of the event, but we dealt with issues quickly and successfully with minimal disruption to the local community.”
 

At around 5am police received reports of a large scale fight outside the town on the show field. Officers were dispatched to the scene where they broke up the fight and arrested 27 men on suspicion of violent disorder offences. One man was taken to the Cumberland Infirmary in Carlisle with head injuries. He has been discharged and was subsequently arrested in connection with the incident.
 

Ch Supt Johnson said: “Early intervention by our officers neutralised the situation and avoided what could have turned into a significant incident of disorder at an isolated location outside the town.
 

“Our officers were faced with violence and a community that did not want to engage. Officers dealt with the situation in a firm and fair manner under difficult circumstances.
 

“Our message is clear – violent behaviour will not be tolerated in Cumbria and we will respond to disorder proportionately and robustly.”
 

The RSPCA experienced a similarly busy 24 hours. Their officers gave animal health advice to 47 individuals and issued six formal warnings. Two horses were taken into possession and one horse had to be humanely destroyed after it was injured in an accident.
 

The fire service dealt with one blaze in a caravan. Nobody was injured.
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