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Positive results for Public Agencies as number of arrests and incidents fall at Horse Fair    

The public agencies who work together to organise the operational planning for Appleby Horse Fair are reporting that fewer incidents and arrests occurred at the annual event, which takes place from 3-9 June.

Fifty fewer people were arrested during this year’s Fair, down from 110 in 2009 to 60 in 2010, suggesting that the proactive policing operation is helping to reduce violence and anti-social behaviour to make it a safer and more enjoyable event.

Appleby Horse Fair is the largest event of its kind in Europe and attracts around 10,000 Gypsies and Travellers and over 30,000 other visitors to Appleby each year, transforming the town, which normally has a population of around 2,500 people.
Friday and Saturday (4/5 June) are the busiest days of the Fair and the final remaining visitors are now leaving the licensed campsites north of Appleby.

The number of Gypsy and Traveller attending the Fair is down by around seven per cent compared to last year’s figures. A total of around 1,400 caravans were counted on the encampments in Eden on Saturday 6 June, compared with around 1,500 last year. 

The Multi Agency Strategic Co-Ordinating Group (MASCG) which co-ordinates the work of the key public agencies overseeing the event, has been keen to return the Fair to its traditional origins after it has swelled in size in recent years. 

Kevin Douglas, Chief Executive of Eden District Council and Chair of the Appleby Fair MASCG, said: “The hard work put into the pre-event planning process for the Horse Fair with arrangements for temporary stopping places worked very well in both Eden and South Lakeland. The new arrangements for traffic flow benefitted both the local community and visitors.

 

“The operational plan we developed last year has again worked well with a further reduction in crime and disorder and disruption to the local community. The aim of returning the Fair to its traditional roots is being achieved with a 25 per cent increase in the number of bowtop (horse drawn) caravans attending this year. 

“There have been issues regarding the licensing arrangements for the Fair and a lot of this was out of MASCG control, but this will be a priority area for us to address when planning starts again for the 2011 Fair next month. The group will be producing its Evaluation Report and everyone is asked to feed into this process through the public meetings being held in Eden and South Lakeland or via the feedback forms available from www. applebyfair.org, Appleby Tourist Information Centre, Library or Post Office.”

For the first time at the Horse Fair mounted police from Lancashire Constabulary joined the policing operation, this proved to be very popular with fairgoers and local residents. Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership funding was also used for a passive drugs dog operation which contributed to 23 arrests for the possession of illegal substances.  

The majority of the 60 arrests at the Fair were for drugs possession, being drunk and disorderly (down by 25 per cent on last year), road traffic offences or anti social behaviour. The number of weapons seized or recovered is also down on last year. The number of fixed penalty notices issued for minor offences was also down with 53 issued through the duration of the Fair, compared to over 100 last year. 

Assistant Chief Constable Jerry Graham, who is in charge of the policing operation at this year’s Fair, said: “From a police point of view, Appleby Fair 2010 has been a safe and enjoyable event. Crime is down compared to last year, suggesting that we are successfully creating a safe and enjoyable environment that allows people to visit the Fair free from the fear of crime or disorder.

“This year saw us working much more closely with communities in south Cumbria and we have had positive feedback from locals about these operations, so will continue providing this service in the future. Every year we work with our partners to support local communities and balance their needs with those of the Gypsies, Travellers and other visitors who come to the Fair. 

“We will now review our operation, and listen to the views of everyone involved so that we continue to improve our service, and continue to strike a balance between the needs of the settled and travelling communities at this historic event.”

New MP for the Penrith and the Borders Constituency, Rory Stewart (Conservative), visited Appleby Fair for the first time on Saturday 5 June, where he met Gypsy and Traveller representatives as part of a tour organised by the MASCG. Mr Stewart said: “An awful lot of hard work goes into this Fair; from policing to clean-up operations, to the deployment of the Northwest Ambulance and emergency services, to the strong presence of the RSPCA. 

“The co-ordination of these different organisations is an impressive feat, ably managed by Eden District Council and its partners. I was very, very impressed by the smooth running of their operation. During my visit to the fair a number of issues were raised with me that I know the Multi-Agency group will be investigating, and about which I have asked to be kept informed.”
The number of professional market traders operating at the Fair’s market field area has decreased by 20 per cent this year. Trading Standards Officers from Cumbria County Council were joined by brand holders from the Anti-Counterfeiting Group to target market traders (not Gypsies and Travellers) selling counterfeit clothing. During the operation they seized 2,400 items of counterfeit comprising clothes, footwear, sunglasses and accessories worth in the region of £270,000. 

Resources have been deployed to clean Appleby’s town centre streets and road side verges both during and after the Horse Fair by Eden District Council and street cleansing contractor Enterprise. Four operatives cleaned the town centre during the day, and a mechanical sweeper will operated in the early morning and evening, supported by a mini sweeper in the mornings throughout the main Fair period. 

Now a team of 10-12 operatives are working around Appleby to hasten the clean up. The Council estimates the amount of rubbish it will collect will be slightly higher than last year. The removal of rubbish from the Fair Hill site and surrounding fields that form part of the Appleby Horse Fair is the responsibility of the land owners and not Eden District Council. 

The level of compliance with site licence conditions for the main licensed encampments in 1.5 mile zone around Appleby was very good. In the build up to the Fair very few problems were reported at transit sites in the north or south of Cumbria. A few issues have been raised by residents at Warcop, but these will addressed as part of the post Fair evaluation process. The MASCG would like to thank Gypsies and Travellers for using and respecting the transit sites that have been provided in conjunction with local residents.

The RSPCA issued 23 verbal warnings during the course of the Fair, slightly down on last year's number of 25. These were mainly for the use of inappropriate whips or over-whipping. One person was given a police caution for illegally selling puppies at the Fair and another for causing unnecessary suffering to a donkey. Three investigations are on-going including into the sale and illegal docking of four puppies tails.

All are now in the care of the RSPCA. RSPCA Chief Inspector, Rob Melloy, said: "This was, in general, a good Fair for animal welfare. The mood was very cordial and where we did need to act those we dealt with were co-operative. What is disappointing is the selling of puppies, some of which had been caused unnecessary suffering as their tails had been illegally docked. We'll be clamping down on this next year.”

The busiest day for the North West Ambulance Service NHS Trust (NWAS) was Saturday 6 June. The total number of calls to the Fair was around 50 which is an increase on last year. Calls ranged from the effects of the heat on Saturday to falls and fractures. One patient was air lifted from the Fair with a fracture following a kick from a horse.

The Cumbria Fire and Rescue Service were only required to respond to minor incidents during the Fair. The public agencies also carried out visits to licensed premises, offering advice and guidance to landlords. 

NHS Cumbria distributed leaflets providing advice and information on childhood immunization to fairgoers. Public health teams were also on hand to provide health advice.

The traffic management plan for Appleby worked well this year and provided the right balance between pedestrian safety and the need for horses and vehicles to be able get around. Some disruption during the Fair is inevitable, but agencies worked to keep this to a minimum. Portable electronic warning signs were deployed along the A66 by the Highways Agency to warn drivers about slow horse-drawn vehicles and traffic flows were also monitored by additional mounted cameras. 

The Education on the Hoof cultural events programme, which gave locals and Travellers attending the Fair the opportunity to learn and share information, was once again a big success. Before the Fair, education sessions were held in a number of primary and secondary schools and these have continued into this week after half term.

During the Fair itself, Centre 67 in Appleby ran a range of well-attended discussion sessions and more than 200 people attended, along with 120 young people who took part in an open mic evening. Cumbria County Council's Children’s Services department provided activities to engage with young people and discussed issues with parents. The Travellers Truck provided support and engaged with the younger Gypsies and Travellers.

The public meetings and drop in sessions that form part of the post Horse Fair evaluation process are taking place at the following locations: 

· Wednesday 16 June – Garsdale Village Hall – Sedbergh and Kirkby Lonsdale Neighbourhood Forum 7.30pm start. 
· Wednesday 23 June - Sedbergh Peoples Home - Horse Fair Drop in Session 5pm-7pm. 

· Thursday 8 July - Appleby Public Hall - Drop in sessions and then a public meeting (times to be confirmed). 
The official MASCG website www.applebyfair.org – has feedback forms for people to provide their views on Appleby Fair 2010. It contains information for local residents, Gypsies and Travellers, visitors and traders and has attracted over 1.6 million hits since its launch in 2009. 
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Notes to Editors

For further information please contact Barry Cooper, Communication Officer at Eden District Council tel: 077159 90460/01768 212137.

Background to Appleby Horse Fair 

Appleby Fair was first held in 1685. It is the largest horse fair in Britain and amongst the oldest in Europe. By far the busiest days are from the Friday to the Sunday. The event attracts around 10,000 Gypsies and travellers and over 30,000 other visitors to Appleby. It transforms the town of Appleby for the week, as it normally has a population of around 2,500.

The Fair has its primary connection with Fair Hill, which is in the ownership of Appleby Town Council. The Town Council leases the field for a fee to travellers during fair week for use as a caravan site and as a tethering ground for their horses.

Multi Agency Strategic Co-ordinating Group (MASCG)

In October 2007, the Multi-Agency Strategic Co-ordinating Group (MASCG) was set up to bring together and co-ordinate the work of the key public agencies that have a regulatory role at the fair.

The MASCG consists of representatives from Eden District Council, Cumbria Constabulary, Cumbria County Council, Cumbria Fire and Rescue Service, Cumbria NHS, North West Ambulance Service, RSPCA, Environment Agency, South Lakeland District Council, Highways Agency, HMRC and Gypsy and Traveller representatives.

The objective of the plan is to make the fair a safer and more enjoyable event for residents, Gypsies and Travellers and visitors. The improvement plan has been adopted by all the agencies involved and will form the basis on which all MASCG partners will apply their resources. Tasks have been prioritised for implementation over a three year period.
