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Media Release
For Immediate Release: 

Opportunity for public to give feedback
on Appleby Fair 2010   

Drop in Session (5.30pm-7pm) and Public Meeting 7pm onwards
on Thursday 8 July at Appleby Public Hall

A drop-in session and public meeting next Thursday will be examining how Appleby Fair can be made safer and more enjoyable for everyone.

Views of local people and any interested parties will be sought at the two sessions, which are taking place at the Appleby Public Hall on Thursday 8 July 2010.

The drop-in session will take place from 5.30pm-7pm and feedback from this will be given at the evening meeting of the Upper Eden Neighbourhood Forum from 7pm. Anyone is welcome to attend either or both of the sessions.

The sessions are an opportunity for the Multi-Agency Strategic Co-ordinating Group (MASCG), which co-ordinaties the operational planning for the Fair, to inform people about its role and to take on board the views of local people about how things were co-ordinated at the 2010 Fair and what improvements could be made next year. Key issues for discussion at the public include:

· Crime and public order

· Traffic and road safety

· Litter collection and street cleaning

· Toilet provision

· Animal welfare

· Medical services

· Communications

· Campsite arrangements in both Appleby and surrounding transit sites

Views expressed by people at the public meeting and drop in session will form part of the public evaluation report for the 2010 Appleby Horse. This report will be published in the autumn and copies of the Evaluation Reports for 2008 and 2009 Appleby Horse Fairs are available from www.applebyfair.org

For more information, or to pass on your views, please contact Brian Morris, Neighbourhood Development Officer Eden on 01768 812358 or brian.morris@cumbriacc.gov.uk
A feedback form to give your views on Appleby Fair 2010 is available from www.applebyfair.org
ENDS

Notes to Editors
For further information please contact Barry Cooper, Communication Officer at Eden District Council tel: 01768 212137 or mobile: 077159 90460.

Background to Appleby Horse Fair 

Appleby Fair was first held in 1685. It is the largest horse fair in Britain and amongst the oldest in Europe. By far the busiest days are from the Friday to the Sunday. The event attracts around 10,000 Gypsies and travellers and over 30,000 other visitors to Appleby. It transforms the town of Appleby for the week, as it normally has a population of around 2,500.

The fair has its primary connection with Fair Hill, which is in the ownership of Appleby Town Council. The Town Council leases the field for a fee to travellers during fair week for use as a caravan site and as a tethering ground for their horses.

Multi Agency Strategic Co-ordinating Group (MASCG)

In October 2007, the Multi-Agency Strategic Co-ordinating Group (MASCG) was set up to bring together and co-ordinate the work of the key public agencies that have a regulatory role at the fair.

The MASCG consists of representatives from Eden District Council, Cumbria Constabulary, Cumbria County Council, Cumbria Fire and Rescue Service, Cumbria NHS, North West Ambulance Service, RSPCA, Environment Agency, South Lakeland District Council, Highways Agency and HMRC.

The objective of the plan is to make the fair a safer and more enjoyable event for residents, Gypsies and Travellers and visitors. The improvement plan has been adopted by all the agencies involved and will form the basis on which all MASCG partners will apply their resources. Tasks have been prioritised for implementation over a three year period.

