Health help for travellers at Appleby Fair

Sent on Behalf of Multi Agency Strategic Co-ordinating Group for Appleby Horse Fair

Extra health services will be available for travellers visiting Appleby Fair in Cumbria this year.

Vaccinations, blood pressure checks and first aid cover as well as general health advice will all be available at the fair which runs from Thurs 3rd June to Wed 9th June. 

These will be provided from the Travellers Bus an advice centre which will be parked at Salt Tip Corner near the entrance to the Fair Hill Site just off the A66 from Friday 10th June until Sunday 11th June. The bus is provided by Cumbria County Council and the Traveller Family Support Service.

Health services include:

Vaccinations including MMR (Measles, Mumps and Rubella), HPV (human papillomavirus) and tetanus and diphtheria boosters. 

Available 10am - 4pm on Friday 4th June and Saturday 5th June.

Free blood pressure checks will also be available to anyone who wants them from a gazebo positioned next to the Travellers Bus. These will be provided by the Stroke Association.

Available 10am - 4pm on Friday 4th June.

NHS Cumbria has also organised for first aid cover to be provided by St John Ambulance who will be parked near the Travellers Bus at the entrance of the Fair Hill site.

Available from 9am - 5pm from Friday 4th June to Sunday 6th June.

Other nearby health services are also available to both visitors and travellers.

GP services

Appleby Medical Practice, The Riverside Building, Chapel Street, Appleby, CA16 6QR.

Tel: 01768 351584 

Patients visiting Appleby Fair who need to urgently see a GP can register as a temporary patient at the surgery.

Evenings and weekends

Cumbria Health on Call, Cumbria's out of hours GP service will be available evenings and weekends for anyone who needs to urgently see a GP.

Contact 01228 401999 (North Cumbria) or 0845 052 4999 (South Cumbria).

Minor injuries

Penrith Community Hospital, Bridge Lane, Penrith, CA11 8HX has a 24 hour Minor Injuries Unit 

Tel: 01768 245300 

Emergencies

For life threatening emergencies call 999.

National NHS services

NHS Direct provides 24 hour free health advice. 

The service can be contacted on: 0845 46 47 or online at: www.nhs.uk
Dental services

Emergency dental treatment and advice will be available as normal.

Contact 01228 603900 (North Cumbria), or 01539 716822 (South Cumbria).

The main licensed encampments for Appleby Fair will not open until 4am on Thursday 3 June 2010 and encampments in a 1.5 mile zone around Appleby will not be permitted ahead of this time.

ENDS

Media enquiries please contact Ann Marie Palmer, communications officer, NHS Cumbria on 01768 245435/367 or email ann-marie.palmer@cumbriapct.nhs.uk 

Notes for editors

Background to Appleby Horse Fair 

Appleby Fair was first held in 1685. It is the largest horse fair in Britain and amongst the oldest in Europe. By far the busiest days are from the Friday to the Sunday. The event attracts around 10,000 Gypsies and travellers and over 30,000 other visitors to Appleby. It transforms the town of Appleby for the week, as it normally has a population of around 2,500.

The Fair has its primary connection with Fair Hill, which is in the ownership of Appleby Town Council. The Town Council leases the field for a fee to travellers during fair week for use as a caravan site and as a tethering ground for their horses.

Multi Agency Strategic Co-ordinating Group (MASCG)

In October 2007, the Multi-Agency Strategic Co-ordinating Group (MASCG) was set up to bring together and co-ordinate the work of the key public agencies that have a regulatory role at the fair.

The MASCG consists of representatives from Eden District Council, Cumbria Constabulary, Cumbria County Council, Cumbria Fire and Rescue Service, Cumbria NHS, North West Ambulance Service, RSPCA, Environment Agency, South Lakeland District Council, Highways Agency and HMRC.

The objective of the plan is to make the fair a safer and more enjoyable event for residents, Gypsies and Travellers and visitors. The improvement plan has been adopted by all the agencies involved and will form the basis on which all MASCG partners will apply their resources. Tasks have been prioritised for implementation over a three year period.

