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News


                                                 from the North

Wednesday 10 June 2009

Shoulder-To-Shoulder Working Made Appleby Horse Fair A Success

The RSPCA is crediting partnership working with keeping instances of animal suffering low at Appleby Horse Fair, Cumbria. The Society worked shoulder-to-shoulder with other animal welfare organisations at the annual event, which comes to a close today (Wednesday 10 June 2009).

Around 1,500 horses are bought and sold at the fair, which is the biggest gathering of Romany, Gypsy and travelling communities in Britain.

This year, despite the current economic climate, the RSPCA doubled the number of inspectors attending to 20, plus three chief inspectors and a vet. They were supported by four field officers from World Horse Welfare (formerly The International League For The Protection Of Horses), three vets provided by Redwings Horse Sanctuary and a further vet provided by The Donkey Sanctuary.

RSPCA chief inspector Rob Melloy said: “From an animal welfare point of view this year’s Appleby Horse Fair went very well indeed.

“There are a number of different factors that played their part, the wet weather being one of them, but for me the most significant was our visibility, and our ability to deal with incidents when they happened.

“It’s a great example of the difference working together, and pooling resources, can make.”

The fair didn’t pass without incident though. Over 25 warnings were given during the course of the fair, mainly for overworking horses on the ‘flashing lane’.

Several RSPCA investigations are now underway. Two barn owls were seized and a man arrested by officers from Cumbria Constabulary on suspicion of trying to sell them, contrary to the Pet Animals Act. Another man was arrested on allegations of causing unnecessary suffering to a horse by failing to provide veterinary treatment for injuries to its head and neck which had become infested by maggots. Neither of the men is from the Romany, Gypsy or travelling community.

“We’ve said it before and we’ll keep saying it, the majority of people who attend the fair treat their animals well but there is a small minority who don’t. Unfortunately, they keep us very busy, day and night,” said chief inspector Melloy.

This year the RSPCA operated a ‘night-shift’ for the first time, supporting officers from Cumbria Constabulary. On Thursday night inspectors dealt with a very poorly horse suffering from colic. It was treated by vets overnight and returned to its owner. In the early hours of Sunday morning inspectors caught and secured a number of loose horses after they were cut free from their tethers. As a result, they escaped potential injury.

Not all were so lucky though. The vets dealt with a number of equine injuries on site. Sadly, one horse had to be put to sleep after it suffered a severed artery and tendon injury. Two others, both suffering from joint injuries, were given life-saving treatment and are now recovering. One was taken to a specialist equine vet in Liverpool where it is receiving over £3,000 worth of treatment paid for by Redwings Horse Sanctuary. 

Happily, a Chihuahua brought to vets for advice gave birth to two healthy puppies whilst at the fair. A ferret found straying on the trading fields is now in the care of the RSPCA and is looking for a new home.

<ends>

NOTES TO EDITORS: 

RSPCA chief inspector Rob Melloy is available for further comment today only, please contact the north regional press office to arrange.

General photographs of Appleby Horse Fair 2009 are available from the north regional press office on request.

Background

Appleby Fair was first held in 1685. It is the largest horse fair in Britain and amongst the oldest in Europe. By far the busiest days are from the Friday to the Sunday. The event attracts around 10,000 Gypsies and travellers and over 30,000 other visitors to Appleby. It transforms the town of Appleby for the week, as it normally has a population of around 2,500.

The fair has its primary connection with Fair Hill, which is in the ownership of Appleby Town Council. The Town Council leases the field for a fee to travellers during fair week for use as a caravan site and as a tethering ground for their horses.

Multi Agency Strategic Co-ordinating Group (MASCG)

In October 2007, the Multi-Agency Strategic Co-ordinating Group (MASCG) was set up to bring together and co-ordinate the work of the key public agencies that have a regulatory role at the fair.

The MASCG consists of representatives from Eden District Council, Cumbria Constabulary, Cumbria County Council, Cumbria Fire and Rescue Service, Cumbria NHS, North West Ambulance Service, RSPCA, Environment Agency, South Lakeland District Council and the Highways Agency.

The MASCG undertook a detailed evaluation of the 2008 fair and, using the 2008 event as a baseline, has developed an improvement plan to be implemented over a three year period. The plan takes into account feedback obtained at public meetings held following the 2008 fair and feedback from Gypsies and travellers.

The objective of the plan is to make the fair a safer and more enjoyable event for residents, Gypsies and travellers and visitors. The improvement plan has been adopted by all the agencies involved and will form the basis on which all MASCG partners will apply their resources. Tasks have been prioritised for implementation over the next three years.

A comprehensive new website has been launched to give information for local residents, visitors and traders about this year's Appleby Fair. www.applebyfair.org is the official website produced by the public sector and voluntary organisations involved in co-ordinating the fair.
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