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Planning gets underway for Appleby Horse Fair 2011

Planning for Appleby Horse Fair 2011 is underway with local agencies joining forces to ensure the necessary services are delivered to allow this year’s event to run as safely and smoothly as possible.

For the fourth year running, a Multi-Agency Strategic Coordinating Group (MASCG) has been set up to ensure the agencies work together to share skills and knowledge to support the Fair.

The group is chaired by Eden District Council with support from representatives from the Gypsy and Traveller communities, South Lakeland District Council, Cumbria County Council, Cumbria Constabulary, the RSPCA, trading standards and other agencies.

The group works together to facilitate stopping points and camp sites on the traditional route to the Fair; co-ordinate road closures, road safety measures and public transport in the area; work with licensees to encourage enough pubs stay open during the event; co-ordinate a dedicated policing operation; enforce animal welfare; arrange cultural and community activities; regulate the market field; and arrange the clean up after the event.

Appleby Fair is a unique event, attracting around 10,000 Gypsies and Travellers from across the world and 30,000 other visitors who transform the small market town of Appleby, which normally has a population of 2,500.

Kevin Douglas, Chief Executive of Eden District Council and Chair of the MASCG said: "The co-ordination group was set up to help facilitate the Fair which, with no official organiser and as the largest annual event in Cumbria, presents some real challenges for the county.

"It’s our job to provide visitors and local residents with the services required to ensure the Fair is safe and enjoyable for all. The improvements in facilities we’ve made over the last four years for visitors and residents, such as improved street cleaning, toilets, and safer stopping sites, should not be underestimated.

"Appleby Fair is a pivotal event in Gypsy and Travellers’ calendar and culture, and it is regarded as a traditional holiday where distant family members come to meet.

"Following last year’s feedback we have been working closely with the licensing trade to encourage and support them to stay open throughout the duration of the Fair to provide a service to visitors. 

"Our job is to plan for the event sensitively to balance the needs of local people with those of Gypsies and Travellers who travel thousands of miles to meet with loved ones. Our approach to the Fair has allowed many residents to continue as normal during the week.

"We work hard as a group to listen to the views of residents and visitors so that we can try and improve the Fair year on year."

The upcoming Fair will take place from Thursday 2 June to Wednesday 8 June.

Cumbria Constabulary’s Assistant Chief Constable, Jerry Graham, is the officer in charge of directing the policing operation of the Fair. He said: "We are in the fourth year of the MASCG and every Fair is a learning experience for the agencies involved.

"A great deal of work and planning goes into each event and we take time to listen to the feedback we receive and adapt our approach to improve the experience of Appleby Horse Fair for everyone. Since last year’s event, we have been in regular contact with representatives from the Gypsy and Traveller community to discuss how we can improve the policing of this years’ Fair. 

"We have invested in extra training for officers and staff to further their understanding of the event’s significance to the Gypsy and Traveller culture, which has been led by a representative from the Gypsy and Traveller community.  

"We are committed to ensuring that the communities of Cumbria feel safe and reassured that we are working with our partners to minimise disruption in the lead up to and during the event, but we are equally committed to working alongside Gypsy and Travellers to facilitate a safe and traditional Fair.”

Cumbria Constabulary will again create a ‘virtual’ policing area for the duration of the Fair to ensure that each and every community that is affected by Appleby Fair is incorporated into the detailed plans. This will mean that each affected community will receive the same proportionate policing service - regardless of where they are situated in the county.

ACC Graham continued: "We have taken steps to improve our policing operation of this year’s Fair and will provide a proportionate response to any issues that may arise. It is a minority of visitors that will cause problems during the Fair and it will be these individuals that we will target early with a view to preventing crime before it happens.

"Respecting each other’s needs and differences is the key to the success of Appleby Horse Fair 2011.”

Bill Lloyd, Traveller representative on the MASCG, said: "Appleby Fair is the most important event of the year for Gypsies and Travellers and has been for hundreds of years. There were a lot of rumours last year about the authorities trying to stop the Fair but I am certain that was not then, and it is not true this year. There is no hidden agenda and we believe we have ironed out the problems that came up last year.  I’m looking forward to a successful Fair for 2011.

"It isn’t just about Gypsies and Travellers, it’s also about the settled community. I know we can move forward positively with the authorities to create a Fair that can be enjoyed by locals as well as visitors. Traffic Regulation Orders have been made permanent this year, so if there are signs up, the same verges will be closed to motor vehicles as were closed last year, but all the authorities agree that these Regulations do not apply to horses. Anyone travelling horse-drawn can still use the traditional stopping places and lay-bys. Please tell your friends.

"I would ask all Gypsies and Travellers and visitors who are planning on coming to look at the Fair's dedicated website, where news and information on facilities will be published."

Notes for editors

Background to Appleby Horse Fair:

Appleby Fair was first held in 1685. It is the largest horse fair in Britain and amongst the oldest in Europe. By far the busiest days are from the Friday to the Sunday. The event attracts around 10,000 Gypsies and travellers and over 30,000 other visitors to Appleby. It transforms the town of Appleby for the week, as it normally has a population of around 2,500.

The Fair has its primary connection with Fair Hill, which is in the ownership of Appleby Town Council. The Town Council leases the field for a fee to travellers during fair week for use as a caravan site and as a tethering ground for their horses.

The Multi Agency Strategic Co-ordinating Group (MASCG): In October 2007, the MASCG was set up to bring together and co-ordinate the work of the key public agencies that have a regulatory role at the fair.

The MASCG consists of representatives from Eden District Council, Cumbria Constabulary, Cumbria County Council, Cumbria Fire and Rescue Service, Cumbria NHS, North West Ambulance Service, RSPCA, Environment Agency, South Lakeland District Council, Highways Agency and HMRC.

The objective of the plan is to make the fair a safer and more enjoyable event for residents, Gypsies and Travellers and visitors. The improvement plan has been adopted by all the agencies involved and will form the basis on which all MASCG partners will apply their resources. Tasks have been prioritised for implementation over a three year period.
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