Notes of the Appleby Fair Multi-Agency Strategic Co-ordinating Group
held on Monday 18 April 2011
Attendance:
Robin Hooper, Eden District Council (Chair)
Keiron Tetchner, Cumbria County Council
Trevor Marsh, Environment Agency
Jerry Graham, Cumbria Constabulary
Roly Earl, Cumbria Constabulary
Mike Smyth, Cumbria County Council
Sheralee Cornthwaite, Cumbria Trading Standards
Chris Little, Cumbria County Council
Dennis George, Eden District Council
Elaine Lomas, Eden District Council
John Bell, Eden District Council
David Sheard, Cumbria County Council
Billy Welch, Gypsy & Traveller Representative
Apologies:

Brian Steadman, Cumbria Fire & Rescue
Simon Rowley, South Lakeland District Council
Bill Lloyd, Gypsy & Traveller Representative
Chris Potter, Eden District Council
Ian Twiselton, Cumbria PCT

Rob Kitchen, South Lakeland District Council
John Chambers, Cumbria Constabulary
1.
Minutes of the Previous Meeting


The minutes of the meeting held on 14 March 2011 were agreed as a true record.  It was noted that Trading Standards would be taking a more robust stance on the operation of the markets.  It was also noted that in relation to the meeting referred to at minute no 6 involving the horse trading dates for 2011 no representative from Cumbria County Council was in attendance.
2.
Matters Arising/Action List

Tufton Arms - It was noted that this letter had not yet been circulated and the item would be deleted from the action list.

EIA Guidance and Pro-forma - David Sheard said that this matter would be resolved by the next meeting.


Legal Status on Markets - It was noted that a paper from Chris Potter had been produced and therefore that item could be deleted.


Catering Arrangements - All parties were reminded that they needed to advise the Police of details of catering arrangements.  In relation to the costs for the Bowling Club facility which would include access to the building and also parking facilities, it was agreed that those costs would be shared equally between the respective parties.


Cayton Lane - No further action was required on this.


Media Filming - It was noted that any parties wishing to undertake filming or produce documentaries that were made known to any member of the group, their details would be recorded in order that we can assist in any communication that needed to take place.  The issue of filming documentaries would be dealt with proportionately in accordance with what was required in order to ensure a safe event.  It was noted that Centre 67 could be a venue for any media in the event that a meeting was required.  Billy Welch reported that Channel 4 were likely to be at the event.


Horse Trading Days - It was noted that horse trading would take place on the Monday and Tuesday but there would be no speed road or flashing lane on those days.  The flashing lane would only be present on the Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  In 2012 it was possible that flashing lanes may be required for the Monday and Tuesday but not for 2011.  Dennis George expressed concern that there could be additional costs associated with the event continuing for the Monday and Tuesday for which there was no budgetary provision.  It was noted that no additional income may be made available in order to cover any additional costs for toilets etc.  It was agreed that because there was no evidence yet as to what the usage or demand may be, that the matter would need to be reviewed after the 2011 event to see whether and how additional costs could be funded into the future if they were to be incurred.  It was noted that the plan was to seek to put in place an event which would reduce costs over time rather than increase them.


Website - It was noted that the costs of the editor and the website production were now to be covered by the parties and that the invoices for the respective works would be circulated to each of the parties to be paid.  Billy Welch agreed that he would assist in funding a share of those costs.  Chris Little was to arrange for the requisite payments.

Church Group - It was noted that there was a new Vicar of Appleby and the new Vicar would be invited to attend the advisory group meetings.

4.
Gargrave Parish Council


It was noted that a request had been received from Gargrave Parish Council to put a notification on the website stating that the green was no longer available for camping and that byelaws would be applied to enforce no camping or caravanning on the green.  It was agreed that Chris Little would put appropriate words on the website in order to inform Travellers of the new bye-law arrangements in Gargrave.

5.
Sub Group Reports


a)
Infrastructure Group



Dennis George advised that there was nothing to report from the Infrastructure Sub-Group.  However, he did ask for confirmation of the names of those people he should contact in the event of work being required.  It was agreed that those people on MASCG would be contacted if no other names were to come forward.


b)
Legal/Regulatory Group



There was nothing further to report from the one already issued which noted that there could be a possible introduction of a street trading licensing regime from late 2011 or early 2012.  Instructions were awaited in relation to that.

c)
Community, Cultural and Education Group



The Community, Cultural and Education Group had met and had agreed a series of activities which would be put in place from the Thursday through to the Monday for those people attending the event.  In particular, there was a group of activities planned for Centre 67 on Thursday, Friday and Saturday together with an exhibition at Appleby Library and also an Information Hub at Salt Tip Corner.  It was hoped that an event could also be held at Appleby Grammar School on the Monday for Travellers who were musicians to be able to work with children where the young Travellers could meet the students at the school.  The list of activities proposed was welcomed by Billy Welch and it was agreed that the activities would be reviewed following the event to see how successful they were in providing entertainment for those who attended from the Travelling community.

d)
Traffic Management/Highways Group



It was noted that permanent Road Traffic Orders were to be put in place in order to make provision for future traffic arrangements for those people attending the event.  It was considered appropriate for the signs on the A66 to be switched on at the appropriate time now that they were in place.  Consideration would also be given to additional signs on Alston Road and also on the A683 in order to deal with traffic needs on those roads for motorised vehicles as well as horse drawn vehicles.



It was agreed that a press release should be prepared by Chris Little which would reflect the positive works which were being undertaken by all the agencies in working with the Gypsy and Traveller community.


e)
Licensing Group



A detailed note from the Licensing Group was circulated.  It was noted that the majority of public houses would now be open for this year and detailed timing and programming arrangements of the opening hours would be circulated in the middle of May.  It was noted that the licensees may wish additional support from a mobile response team as necessary to meet any particular needs that could arise.  The estimated costs of this would be £2,500 and it was hoped that a bid for £1,500 would be successful.  In relation to the mobile response team, confirmation would be given that the individuals concerned have got the appropriate background and experience from Safe and Sound Security to undertake the work and their details would be provided to the Divisional Commander.


It was noted that between mid to late May it would be possible to publish which pubs are likely to be open.


f)
Eden Parish Forum



A detailed note of the meetings which had taken place was produced and it was noted that all but one of the normal sites would be open this year.



A request had been received from Warcop Parish Council that rather than the overnight stopping for the horse drawn vehicles staying within the parish perhaps they could attend at the site.  A discussion ensued about this and it was agreed that it would not be possible to do that before 4.00am on the Thursday morning due to the planning permission conditions.  Warcop Parish Council would be advised that the request had been considered but due to the planning conditions it was not possible to vary from that.


g)
South Lakeland Working Group



It was noted that no issues had been raised by the South Lakeland Working Group.  On the 6 and 11 April there had been two drop-in sessions but only two members of the public had attended at each.



A stop notice had been issued in respect of Devils Bridge and that would be going through its process.

6.
Political Dimension


It was noted that the Assistant Chief Constable would be writing to Tim Farron MP and Rory Stewart MP to invite them to attend the Fair.  The usual practice was that a letter would be sent by the Chairman of the group to a variety of “VIPs” who would be invited to a presentation and visit of the Fair.  Everybody present was invited to provide names and details of any individuals they considered to be appropriate to be on that invite list.  Robin Hooper would send a note to those people inviting them to attend.  Roly Earl would arrange the “bus” for the visit as well as the press tour.

7.
Website


It was noted that a press statement had been produced in respect of the stopping places to be included on the website and a quotation from Billy Welch had been produced which he was happy with.

8.
Public Meeting


It was agreed, if possible, that the public meeting for the forum would take place on 16 May after the next meeting of the group.  Alternatively, if that was not convenient one of the other dates would be selected.

9.
Daily Briefings


It was noted that Sean Robinson would be arranging for daily briefings to take place with all the interested parties possibly at Centre 67.  David Sheard and Sean Robinson were to liaise over the arrangements, ie timing and venue for the daily briefings for residents and business representatives from the community, Gypsy community, Police and others which could then be circulated prior to the event in order that everybody could attend at those times.
10.
Chamber of Trade – Trading


A letter had been received from one of the members of the Chamber of Trade which would be dealt with by Jerry Graham.

11.
Date and Time of Next Meeting


The next meeting will be held on Monday 16 May 2011 at 2.00pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Penrith.
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