Notes of the Appleby Fair Multi-Agency Strategic Co-ordinating Group
held on Monday 16 November 2009
Attendance:
Kevin Douglas, Eden District Council (Chair)
Dennis George, Eden District Council
Elaine Lomas, Eden District Council
Harry Howson, Trading Standards
Roly Earl, Cumbria Constabulary
Lee Skelton, Cumbria Constabulary
Jerry Graham, Cumbria Constabulary
Bob Qazi, Cumbria Constabulary
Steve Johnson, Cumbria Constabulary
Steve Sharrock, Cumbria Fire & Rescue
David Sheard, Cumbria County Council
Lawrence Conway, South Lakeland District Council
Apologies:

Barry Cooper, Eden District Council
John Barwise, South Lakeland District Council
William Wylie, Cumbria Fire & Rescue
David Allinson, HMRC
Ian Twiselton, Cumbria PCT
Rob Melloy, RSPCA
Wils Jenkinson, Cumbria Constabulary
Liz Hampson, Cumbria Constabulary
Rod Mackay, Cumbria Constabulary
Bill Lloyd, Traveller Representative
Pat Thomas, Trading Standards
John Greenbank, Trading Standards
1.
Minutes of the Previous Meeting


The minutes of the meeting held on 19 October 2009 were agreed as a true record.

2.
Matters Arising

None.
3.
Action List


The action list was considered and updated as follows:

Traffic Regulation - Roly Earl indicated that he now had a full list of requirements for both the north and southern areas of the county and would be compiling and discussing these with the Area Traffic Engineers and then would bring them to the December meeting to finalise.


Police Debrief - Steve Johnson indicated that once this work had been completed he would circulate it.  This was still being compiled.

4.
Update from Eden Scrutiny Committee


Kevin Douglas indicated that he had taken a report to Eden’s Housing & Community Scrutiny Panel regarding the actions agreed from the scrutiny review undertaken on the 2008 Fair.  He indicated that the Scrutiny Panel had been very pleased with the progress made and asked the thanks of the Councillors be passed on to the Multi-Agency Strategic Co-ordinating Group for their work.  They indicated that they would welcome a presentation on the annual Evaluation Report but required no further action on relation to the recommendations they had made.  Kevin Douglas asked if Members thanks could be passed onto the appropriate staff in each agency.

5.
GONW Correspondence


Kevin Douglas circulated a copy of the correspondence to the GONW regarding a sub-regional meeting with Government officials to consider both the co-ordination of Government Departments and potential support for the event.  It was agreed that the Police, County Council and Eden District Council would attend any meeting on behalf of the group and report back accordingly.


David Sheard indicated that the contact through the DCSF had indicated that the appropriate lead would be with the DCLG.  Steve Johnson indicated that he had attended a meeting at which representatives of the Audit Commission had shown a keen interest in the work that was ongoing and he felt they would be worth being involved in any future discussion.  Kevin Douglas agreed to pursue this as necessary.
6.
Improvement Plan 2010


The group went through in detail the Improvement Plan for 2010 onwards following its agreement and updated the progress on each action and identified lead agencies where appropriate.  The following were the key points identified:

1)
Modern Charter - It was agreed that this matter would be progressed and Kevin Douglas would lead on this.


2)
School Half Term - It was identified that the event would be taking place in the school half term in 2010 and this brought with it a number of issues.  It was agreed that appropriate key messages would be placed on the website to indicate that the event was not suitable for children and young people without supervision and that the group would look at potential activities for a large number of Gypsy and Traveller children.  The Media Group will progress this.

3)
Water Safety - Steve Sharrock indicated that the Fire & Rescue Service were currently working on this and would report back to the group.


4)
CCTV - It was agreed that the Police would lead on this and Dave Matherson was identified to take this forward.  It was agreed that there was the need for a link with the Carlisle & Eden CDRP through the appropriate agency representative.

5)
Licensing - Lee Skelton updated the group on the current progress related to the licensing reviews.  He indicated that the Hare & Hound and The Grapes were not likely to go to the Licensing Committee as brewery representatives had agreed to the conditions outlined.  The only review that was likely to go to the Licensing Committee was the New Inn and this would be dealt with at the Committee meeting on 2 December 2009.


6)
Trotting Event - The Police raised the issue regarding the proximity of trotting events to the Fair and the problems that had occurred during the 2009 event.  They sought views of the group in relation to the potential licensing of these events and the future support that would be needed.  Following discussion, it was agreed that the group felt it inappropriate to hold these events close to the Fair and the Police would bring forward a review to the next meeting for confirmation.  Kevin Douglas indicated that it would need to be a group decision to support this for consistency.


Other than the above, it was agreed that all other items were programmed and in line for being taken forward.

7.
Cost Recovery Issues


Kevin Douglas reported that a meeting date had now been set for the small sub-group to look at this and they were hopeful to bring things back to the next meeting.

8.
Agency Issues


South Lakeland District Council


Lawrence Conway reported that a meeting had been held in the Cautley area with the Local MP with regard on how to address the issue of the transit sites.  He indicated that the South Lakeland District area was likely to replicate the current arrangements within Eden and they would be taking that forward in the next few weeks.  He would bring updates to the group on progress.


Police


The Police raised the issue regarding the roadside verges and the protection of these.  They felt there was a need to bring forward a programme of bunding to a number of verges to protect them from being used by transit caravans.  Kevin Douglas expressed concern regarding the impact on the local environment and felt an appropriate plan of key high risk areas be identified for action with potential solutions.  It was agreed that this would be brought forward to the next meeting.


Media Group


In the absence of Barry Cooper, Kevin Douglas circulated a copy of the press achieved through the Evaluation Report.  He asked that these be circulated to the appropriate agencies.

9.
Regional Meeting

The group considered the issue regarding the impact on surrounding counties with regard to transit arrangements and it was agreed that it would be helpful to hold a sub-regional meeting early in the New Year.  Kevin Douglas agreed to write to all the relevant regions and David Sheard indicated that the County Council would be happy to host this in Kendal.  Kevin Douglas and David Sheard would look at an appropriate date and inform the group accordingly.

10.
2010 Meeting Dates


These were agreed.

11.
Date & Time of Next Meeting


The next meeting will be held on Monday 14 December 2009 at 2.00pm in the Whelpdale Room, Mansion House.
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